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Iroquois for the zeal which he had displayed on this
occasion, and made him some small presents.

We finally embarked, in order to go to Sinhioto.
We encamped opposite the village, where we worked
hard, in order to complete the fort, which had been
begun the evening before.

On the 23rd, a council was held; but the savages
raised some difficulties about the place where they
were to assemble. They desired that we should
address them in the cabin appointed for Councils;
Monsieur de Celoron declared, on the contrary, that it
was for the children to come to hear the words of their
father in the place where he had lighted his fire.
Briefly, after many disputes, the savages gave way and
presented themselves in our camp. During the
Council, two couriers arrived, to announce that canoes
bearing the french colors had been seen descending
the river of Sinhioto. This news somewhat discon-
certed our grave senators, who imagined that it was
a party of warriors sent against them from Detroit,
and that it was our design to inclose them between
two fires. Monsieur the Commandant had great
difficulty to reassure them. Finally, however, their
fears were dissipated, and they continued the council.
The 24th. The savages responded, but in vague and
general terms, which signified nothing at all.

On the 25th, 4 outaouas arrived with letters from
Monsieur [de] Sabrevois,” which notified Monsieur
de Celoron that he had not been able to persuade the
savages of his government to come to join us on the
Beautiful River, as had been projected. In the even-
ing, there was a bonfire to celebrate the feast of St.
Louis. All the detachment was under arms; they
fired three volleys of musketry, preceded by several
cries of Vive le Roy!



